‘CAPTAIN JOHN C. MILLS, GLOUCESTER, MASS.--IITERVIEVW-
ED BY WILLIAM WAKTIHA!!, RICHARD RATHBUN AMD
HUGH M. SIITI], NOVEMBER 22, 1893

.Master of Sch. "Sunator Lodge", of Gloucester.
Has been master of a2 mackerel vessel three years.
Hes had 12 years' expericnce mackereling.,

As 2 vhole, does not think the mackerel have
decreased. Thinks they are just as abundant now
as they were 12 years ago. There have been more
mackerel reported this year than any year for 7 or
8 years, but the catch has not been as large as in
other years, because the Tleet is smaller,

Does not think the purse scine harms the fish
in any way. Does not think it deereases their num-
ber, Does not see why the purse seine should seare
mackerel any more than the net. A purse seine is
only in the water for 2 few months; not like the
net that is set day in and day out, to fii%%en the
fish. '

know

Does not,what object there would be to have
any rerulations,

Before they had the close season, some did

well, and afterwvards a nunber of vessels went south
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and none of them did very well., Of course it might
be better next year.

Does not think the close season did any par-
ticular rood. All the fish that are caucht south
are spawn fish, and the less of them that are
caurht the more tendency it would have to increase
them, Only once in a while a year that there were
many fish causht south. -

Does not see why it would be any protection to
the fishermen to have a close season, Some fisher-
men po south and lose money and some ro and make
money. Out of 30 or 40 sails that went last spring,
does not think 10 made a profit.

Has nothing to say about regulations, bccause
he does not know anythins about it.

All kinds of Tish that are cau~ht with the
purse secine have peculiarities--some years there
will be en abundance of them, and some years will
not be any. PQr a few years there were hardly any
mackerel on the liew England coast, but now they are
plenty enough, and the purse seine has been in use

“all the time.
He never did any hook and line fishing,
Mackerel go to the east and north in the spring,

and they are full of spawn when they go down bY
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- Cape Breton in June. That is; anywhere from the

first to the middle of June. Some years they will

N vary a week or so. After we lese them there, we

do not get any mackerel to amount to anything until
along in July or August, and they are pretty much
done spawning, so they sink somewheres down in that
vicinity, and nobody knows just where the srawniag
ground is. Does not think anybody knows when they
go out of sight to spawn, or when they are done
spawning. Occasionally will find mackerel along

in Aupust with some spawn in them, in the Gulf of
8t. Lawrence. Does not remember of seeing any on
this coast, but has in the Gulf. That is, scatter-
ing fish that would have some spawn in them.

The most important purse seine fishing ground,
as a whole, is the ilew England cbast. The coast
of llaine and lMassachusetts is the most profitable.
Of course we get no mackerel On the llew England
- coast Until about the first of June. Then they
will begin to strike on the coast here, and we get
more or less from then on to MNovember. That fish-
inr extends off-ahbre tb Georges anywhere from
apainst the rocks to 130 miles off. They do not
go to Georges much nowadays, except in the spring.

There is wvery little fishing on Georges for mack-



-

erel, with this exception. The Bay of Fundy is
quite a place for mackerel. Ilas been in former
years, bﬁt.this last surmer not reny fish there,

: but ayear ago this swmier there was a good catch
of mackerel therc.

A large body of mackerel go into the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, They ro regularly every year. We
know that by the ncts on the Cape Shore. The nets
catch more or less fish every year., This f2ll the
nets have done remarkably well oﬂ the Cape Shore.
If they have westerly or northerly winds the fish
7o closer to the land, but if they have southerly
| winds the fish keep out to sea, and do not ro in
near enough to fish with the nets.

Some years they school as much in the Gul?f as
they do on the New England coast, and some years
they do not. Was in the Gulf this year for 2
months--July and August.v Was only as far as Canso.
The Yosemite and the Norumbega made good hauls
there, and the Minnie lMaude, a lNova Scotia vessel,
and one or two others did well there, That is
around Margurie on the north side of Cape EBreton,

About 10 soils ol Nova Scotia vessels out this
year. Most of them hail from around Le Have and

L}

Liverpool.



-
—— ) -

There are two schools which o into the culr
of' St. Lawrence. Does not knovw but whet there are
three. This last year was Tine weather on the
*éﬁpo Shoré. And more mackerel‘soen than he ever
saw there before. The largest fish come fiest
about ﬁay. That is, they enter the Gulf in lMay.
They enter around by Seatteri and Cape Rreton. The
lé’%er fish seem to be a gsrade smaller. Sonme years
still later in the surmer & sma2ll school comes on
the Cape Shore. This summer there was quite a
large body of small fish around the Cepe Shore.

The most of the second school o around Cape Rreton
Island, but somc go through the Gut of Censo, Dif-
ferent years they take a little different route. ’
Do not always mo the same way every year., Of course
the weather has a tendency to vary their h=abits a
little.

Do not find many of these lafge fishh of the
first school after they get into the Gulf. Appar-
ently these large fish do not school muéh. The
second school distributes itsclf mdre over the Gulf
than the first school. The second school shows up
in gchools more than the first. It is hard to tell

where the fish zo to that occur so abundantly around
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Prince Edwards Island and the !lardalens, because
we generally lose them for 3 or 4 weeks, and when
they turn up they are distributed all over the Gulf,

The fish may go and comgi;zgularly than what
we know of, on account of the weather; they may
keep below the surface. If we have 2 run of fine
weather this year, say the 10th of June, next year
we mirsht have a cold wind on that day and they
would not show, If the net fishermen are not get-
ting any fish we know they have not come along much
yet. ;

Do not catch as many fish in the night as
there used to be. llo particular difference be-
twesn the spring and fall fish in this respect.

This fall tlere have not been many fish caught
on the Cape Shore. Capt. Jacobs pot the largest
school.

This fall did not see but =2 few fish schooling
in the day time, Mostly in the nirht,

It is hard to say where the fish strike the
Cape Shore first, because it is seldom they strike
two years in the same place and the same date,
ﬁost'generaliy in the spring begin to catch their
fish around Yarmouth and Cape Sable in the traps.

Prom iHelifax to Scatteri they aprarently strike
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Within & day or so, as though it was a2 bip body of
Likh sone tn fhom sen. Looks askhough there were

- millions and millions of fish that seem to move
ricsht in from sea,

Fish when movins from onc plaee to another
sometimes will move about 4 or 5 miles an hour and
at other times do not seem to go any, apparently,
Sometimes in the s»rins on the Cape Shore they will
averare from 20 to 40 niles in 24 hours. The Sena-
-tor Rodge, with a sood breeze, would go 2bout 10 or
12 miles an hour.

ilas never ceen predaccous Tish chasing macker-
el much, Of course whales chase them some, and
sword-fish and dog-fish, etec. harass them some.
Dlue-Tish chase mackerel more than any other kind
of fish. Does not think squid have much to do with
mackerel, althourch they will eat them when they get
them in the net, but do not scare them. This fall
in Barnstable Bay, it was full of Blue-fish, and no
meckerel went into the Bay at all while the blue-
fish werc there, while at the same seasons other
years they slways used to o there, That was in
October. After the bluc=Tish left the mackerel came
in., ZPlue-fish follow the menhaden more than they

do the mackerel. Dos-fish follow the mackerel as
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much as any other kind of fish, but doespot think
they will drive the mackerel as muth z2s blue-fish.
Do not see any dog-fish.on the Cape Shore in the
spring, but find them éouth quite pigéntifully. The
first dos-Tish seen in the Bay for 40 years was

l=at year,
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CAPT. JOUN A. MCKIMION, GLOUCESTER, MASS-- INTER-
VIEWED BY WIILIAM WAXENA), RICHARD RATH-
BUN AND HUGH M. SMITII., WOV, 22,

1593,

Master of Schooner liorumbesa., Has becn 18
vears mackerel fishing with the éeines.

The southern fishery began before his time,
The Tirst spring he went south was 13 vears ago,
and they went quite a number of years before that.
Has been south every year since that time, with
the excention of the last three years,

Most always find the fish down alongs latitude
579, Has seen them a little further south than
that; as far as Body Island. It 1obks as though

thé mackerel come out of the Gulf Stream north of
Cape Ilatteras. Does not think there is = preact
body of fish further south.

The fish strike in all glong the coast fro&
the direction of the Gulf Stream from latteras to
Cape Canso. The reason why he thinks so; there is
e distance of 300 odd miles from Cape Szble to

Cape Canso, and it g is a matter of ebout 24 hours

from the time they catech the first fish at Capé Sa-
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ble until they catech them at the lagdalens, and we
know the fish ennot ~o that fast. The avergre rate
of the fish is about 4 miles an hour.

See the Tish in the southern waters first just
on the edre of the soundings. Thinks they do not
show off the soundings. Thinks somé of the south-
ern fish go as far north as into the St. Lawrence
River. They spread out. Around Care Breton they
branch out every way. Ho doubt some of them go
way up on the Labrador coast.

Thinks a proportionate part of the mackérel
stop when they find a place that suits them. They
stop for feed.

Used to be a pooud many fish go up through the
South Channel, but has not scen them muach of late
years. Last year a large body of Tish came through
there. The fish which strike the Massachusetts
coast, he thinks, go around over Georges. Those
fish which come up around Boston Bay and the laine
coast must come up throush the South Channel. The
fish that go over the southeast bart of georges, he
thinks, go on the shore near Cape Sable, which
splits them; a part going into the Bay of Fundy
and a part following the Cape Shore. :

Find the first school of fish 92 Brown's Bank,
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about the lst to the 10th of May. And they would
be found a2t Cape lorth about the 25th or 26th of.

May, that is, acattering'fish; and bhetween the 2nd
and 3rd of June the bodies po along. These scat-

tering ones would ro three or four days before the
main body. On the 12th of June saw lots of fish

going up toward the Gulf.

There are two schouis of'fish which enter the
Gulf, the Tirst beins larger fish and distributing
themselves generally over the Gulf, while the lat-
ter remein about the !lagdalens and Prince Edward
Island, ete. The smaller fish ieave before the
large ones. The small fish leave from the first
of October on. It depends upon the weather a good
deal. The fish work to the westward, going out the
same as they'go in, If the wind is off the land
and nice weather the fish will‘trim the land very
close, but if the wind is on shoré they'keep off.
The best fishing on the Cape Shore is very close
inshore, from 10 to 20 miles off,

He followed 2 single school at one time, about
5 years ago, for about 6 miles and gave it up.
Cannot follow a single school any great distance.

There is a patch of ground off the Delaware
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Breakwater where the fish used to lay andl feed =2
spell. This year they lay there 2 little while.

The fish ought to be out of the Gulf of St.
Lewrence about tle last of November. They misht
catch a very few into December, bﬁt not many. Has
causht fish there himself the 8th of Hovember. That
is the latest he has ever caught them there. Got
fish north of Scatteri this year on the 7th of Ho-
vember. They were going out of the Gﬁlf. After
leaving the Gulf,the fish are on the Cape Shore on-
1y a few dnysAat the most, and passing along. If
the water is all right they may trim the shore as
far as Cape Sable. Some may go directly to the
Gulf Stream. Has never Tollowed them out to sea,
but along the shore.

The latter part of September the fish begin
to work west. There was & tremendous body of fish
in the Bay of Fundy, and in Aupgust they left and
went xmmgk out S.S.E. to sea to the eastward of
Georges. In old times they used renerally to begin
to leave the latter part of September and work slow-
1y up west by Cape Cod.’

This large body of fish which were fouad late
this yearvin Massachusetts Bay he thinks came in

from sea. They were not seen anywhere before in
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the Gulf of Maine. It has been reported that there
were fishvon Georges during the summer, and that
may have been the bodr of fish that came in so
abundantly in the fall.

_ Mackerel have lots of cnemies. The blue-fish
is a very bad one, and there are porpoises, sword
fish, whales, gamets, squids and albacores. They
destroy véry many fish. Hine-tenths of the fish
that are destroyed are destroyed by these enemies,
and not more than one-tenth by man.

Sometimes catch mackerel, and squid with them,
and whien we get fish &bout half squid anihalf mack=-
erel, two-thirds of the mackerel would be disfig-
wred; the squid would take a piece right out of
them, and it disfigures them so we cannot put them
on the market. That harpens about all over the
grounds, gepending ﬁpon the season of the year,
ete. Considers squid one of the most destructive
encmies to mackerel,

Last year the blue-Tish got into the bays in-
> side of the mackerel ancd érove thom off to sea ear-
lier than they would have gone otherwise., This was
about the latter part of Sertember. It was all
along the coast down as fer as Grand Manan.

Gannets eat 2 good many mackerel. Pind the
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gammets with them in the spring from Body Island,
the earliest fishing, and they follow them right
alonrs. They so on into the gulf.

In the southern waters the sea geese are con-
sidered an indication of‘thc rresencec of mackerel,
These birds feed upon the foed of the mackerel, not
upon the mackerel. Gulls do not feed upon mackerel.

The fish school about the same when they leave
the coast as when they come on, but they do not
show quite as much, the weather being colder and
more stormy. -

The temperaturc.of the water'makes some difs
ference with the movements of the fish north in the
spring, but when it comes time £ r them to move
alons they fo up nearly the same time; may vary a
dey or two, but that is about 211,

When the Tish getjdéwn to a cold terperature it
c#unes them to spawn further éouth th&n they would
if the weather was warm.

Has been in the Gulf as early as the 25th of
May. The earliest he has seen fish in the Gulf
was the 3rd of June, but saw no ice there then.

The furthest south he has seen the fish in
the fall is Cape Cod, but others have reported'fish

as far south as off liew York. : He went as far as
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that one fall, but got no fish. But when they went
in near the land to take the fish on their way

south they heard thest the fiéh were zoing south broad
off from the land and he got none.

The Captain spoke of the great uncertzinty of
find ing mackerel. May be on the watch for them for
two or three weeks. lle has cruised for three
months oﬁer the same pround without seeing then,
and then they would come Wp all of a sudden with no
indication of where they came {rom.

Has known of fish beinr taken in March, about
| the 15th.

Has seen tinker mackerel in the stomachs of
codfish on Georges in the winter. In Fortune Bay,
in December, has taken a few scattering mackerel
amone the herring; about a peck of them out of 40
barrels of herring. When those small fish are
leaving the coast undoubtedly they fall in with
these herring and get mixed in with them.

The furthest off shore he has ever seen mack-
erel was 90 miles off the Cape Shore, south from
Cape Sable. Saw 2 school of them there in the
nizht. Those fish go over the southeast part of
npeorges, about 140 or 150 miles from Cape Sable.

That would be the nearest land.
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The best fishing he ever saw was anywhere from
Cape Cod to Grand lManan, but there is no best fish-
ing of late years. The whole coast was alive with
fish in o0l¢d days. MHe consicders that of late years
peoplc who have k(rpt on this co2st have done the
best, but he hos obtanined the best results in Eng-
vlish‘waters during the last 8 or 9 years.

lackerel are penerally mixed in schools. Do
not run exactly the same size., There are certain
schools in certein locrlities that are pretty much
the saeme. Tinkers will associaté with the large
fish, end the larce Tish feed on them to a certain
extent, las Eaken vounr mackerel probably 5 or 6
inchesflong out of the stomachs of larger mackerel;
taken off Sidney, therc being as many as 5 or 6 in
the stoﬁach of 2 sinrle fish.

The last Tish he caurht, their stomachs wére
chock full of sand fleas. Between P, E. I. and
Cape Breton, especially, =21l this year the stomachs
of mackerel were filled with the red food during
about all the season.

Thinks there are as many larse fish in the
schoolé now as thcre.werc when they began fishing.

Al

Mackerel feed some when they are spawning.

 They mo down below thc surface when they spawn.
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Thinks they go to the bottom when they spawn. They
will remain down threc weeks sometimes. They are
very dull, logy end sick about that time.

llackerel spa'm all the way from down south
clear up as far nqrth es they go. HNHever saw spawn
runnings from moclkerel in the southcfn fishery. All
bodies of Tish do not spawn at the same time. 1In
some the s»awn would be ripe, and others it would
be hard. They spawn in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
in June. The latier port of June and in July the
fish will show i! schools, indicating that they
have deposited their srawn, but could not say that
sorme 4o not spawn in July. Has seen them with spawn
in them in July &nd Ausust in the Gulf, just scat-
tering ones. Around Block Island they spawn about
in May. On this coast they spawn about the same
time. Considers thet June is the gencral spawning
month. '

Does not think there has been any decrease in
the quantity. le thinks the fish do not show alike
every year, and therefore the catches will vary,
but has no evidenecs to show that they have decreased.
Has secn as many mackerel this year as he ever has
in his 1life. The fish have not shown, or come on

to the coast, durinc the last 6 or 7 years, which
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accounts for the lirht ceteh durin~ that time, e
cau~ht, in all, 6,000 or 7,000 fish south this year.

Thinks there should be no regulation regarding
the purse seine fishery a2t any time. Does not
think it has been any injury to the fish at all,

Does not think the fish need any protection before
they svawn. Thinks other fish destroy a good deal
more then are destroyved by man.

Does not think the close season did =z=ny good.
Tever saw so few Tigh south as he saw this year,
That l=w was pessed beczuse some of these people
thourht they would incresse the supply, but, you
know, we sre all lisble to mistakes., They hoped to
increase the supply by not catching the spawming
fish. The idea of that is this: If they azre soing
to stop people from catehing these mackerel before
they spawn, there would be nobody to catch them at
all; because, unless we can catch them in the spring,
we ca not get them at all tnbamount to mach., Can-
not afford to Tish if they only have a few weeks to
catch them in.

Does not see that it mmkes any difference
whether the mother fish are caught with the purse
seine or with the traps. It is just as bad to catch

them in the traps as it is with the purse seine.
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Hirht not take as many with the hook and line,
They will not take thei hook so well in the spring.
Hever ceurht them well in the spring with the hook °
and line in the southern waters, but used to take
SOME «

For the last 10 years, all but one, we found
these small mackerel in the Gulf watersjthat are
that year's spawn. Finé them in abundance, but
failed to find out wherc they fo. Put the next
vear do not find these same fish that should be =
vear older. lackerel grow quite fast the {irst
vear. Grow to five inches before leaving the Gulf.
Ynows of one man who has caurht 11 barrels of these
small Tish and sold them for $11.00 a2 barrel, about
1,700 or 1,800 in a barrcl; They make chowder out
of them down south. These are'what they call
penny fish.

Ten;inch reckerel this year broucht $1.50 to 82.
00 & barrel--as rmuch as the larger fish. He caught
mackerel at the lMapdalens this year that 110 or 112
of them made 2 barrel.

he spring fishery is done at 2 loss to sone
people, but he never lost anything in it, but 2
large majority would lose. People in this countiy

always take their choances,
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These vessels cost $11,000 or $12,000 with
seines and two boats, and if 7 commission & vessel
and take no quantity of fish, it is soing to cost
cons iderable money.

He has made money at the southern fishery.
lias been down there 18 spfinas. The only spring

he did not get any fish he picked up a three-master
2 FS

that was wroccked.
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CAPTAIN BOLOMOT A. ROWE, GLOUCESTER, MASS--INTER-
VIEWED BY WILLIAM WAXEHAM, RICHARD RATI-
BU AND HUGH M. SMITH, NOV.
22, 1893.

Aged 44. Master of the Sch. "Willjam H. Cross®,
of Gloucester. Made his last trip this season in
the "Lottie Bardner®, which came in Nov. 20, two
days ago. Has had experience in the mackerel fish-
ery since 1857,

Began in the menhaden fishery in 1859. At
that time used to fish for menhaden the 1st of May,
and oh the 13th of May would catch our first men-
haden off here. Would work until about the 15th of
August with menhaden and then would begin on the
mackerel. Menhaden werc used for toll bait in thoee
days for the magkerel in the Bay.

Went south first in 1874 with Capt. Charles
Lee. Began to follow the fish up to the Care
Shore about 7 years ago. Some had gone on the
\ Cape Shore a 1ittle before that, but not a great
many.

- When the schools go north from the south, it

looks as if a good many fish thet o on the Cape
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Shore strike right in from off-shore. There is a
proportionate number that cross Groeges from the
southward.

When we first come in with the fish on the
Cape Shore, do not have very hard work to catch
them. They are moving along quite rapidly, but
about every school we get a chonce to set at we
catch. Before they ret to the Cape Shore do not
catch many, as they are moving fast.

Thinks that when they sink they are on the
spawning ground. There have been years when we
caurht them right along all the season. In 1874
the large fish that were off South Shoal Light
Ship the whole of June and .July, when they struck
our coast, never sunk for the whble year. The bulk
of the fish were causht that year with the purse
seine. |

Fish a little every year with the hook and
lina;, Do not catch as well with the hook and line
as they used to.

Sometimes see the spawn running from the mack-

. : 20th of June to along about the
erel. Hes seen it as long as from the,15th to 18th
of July, both on this coast and in the Bay Chaleur;
that is, the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Was engaged in the hand-line fishery two seasnn

1862-3, from about the 20th of July. That would be
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all up and down Prince Edwards Island and the }Magda-
lens, and up to the northward.
Does not think they find as many large fish as
they used to.
-Does not think there are as many fish as there
used to be. |
There are more seiners catching them now.
Used to be more hook and 1in§§ than therec are
now. The seining did not disturb the fish much, but
made it difficult to catch them with hook and line.
Fish these late years do not show as they used
to when he first commenced to go with his fdﬁiher;
who is the oldest man at the business in this place,
and the first man who started with the purse seine.
Capt. Rowe's father's name is Solomon Rowe. Iis
father first began to use the purse seine in about
1851. Never used to go further south than Cape
Cod and off Barnstable Bay and Capé Ann, with the
first seines. When they fished in the beginning
around Cape cdd and Cape Ann, used to go about the
" lst of May. That is, when they first began to go
seining there.
Does not know whether the fish have decreased

or not. They do not show as they used to. Used
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to have no trouble in e¢atching fish. Used to see
them ringing right around and round. lNow they are
going as fast as they c¢an go.

Menhaden generally go along slow, Hardly ever
cartwheel.

The movements of the meckerel are rerulated
a pood deal by the winds. S.S5.¥. are the best
winds for catching mackerel. Thinks the weather
Ahas a good deal to do with the fish; that is, in
showing.,

There have been years when the purse seine has
injured the fish, and other years it has not. It
injured them when they threw away so many. That
was about in 1880. !le went south in 1885, Was in
with 4 trips, and did not get enoush to pay his ex-
penses. Had 130 barrels the first trip, and did
not get $10. out of it. Carried in 1,200 barrels
and got $600 out of them that spriﬁg.

The more scines we set the wilder the fish
seem to get. The more anything is hectored the
 quicker it will get out of the way. A year ago
this summer we set 12 times and got 11 schools of
fish. The next day did not set so many times, but
they were harder to get. '

Does not think any legislation should be put

.
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upon ‘catching fish. If they have to go fishing,
thinks they should fo the whole season roungd. The
_more Tish there are caught the less there are in
the water, but does not think the fleet that has
been»operatinﬁ the last few ﬁears has caught
enoush to do them any particular harm. Ve cormence
a2 pood deal earlier to catch fish now than we used
to, but knock &ff earlier in the fall; that is,
most of the vessels,

The fish we catch in the sﬁring before a cer-
tain date are full of spawvn. If there were 2 mil-
lion barrels of fish causht in the srring that are
full of spawn; if they were let o there would be
just so meny more fish in thé véd ter.

Does not think the close season for the past
Tive years hes helped the fishery any. When we
used te go south we pould’keep around the fish and
do well. This year there were no fish caught
there. This is the fifst year he has been south
since the law was put on. There was a heavy body
. of fish south this spring, but very few caught.

Would not think it wise to make a close season
early in the year. Thinks the close season ought
to be from the 15th of June to the lst of August.
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Hardly think it would be advisable to have such a
¢lose season, as they have it herd enough now,

llenhaden on this coast used to be very plenty,
but aince.they rot the se large oil works started
on this coast menhaden seemed to disappear, and
are not £s abundant as they used to be,

The best fishing is from August to the last
of September, That is, we get the bigpest prices
then, and probably the most fish.

The Gulf of St. Lawrence is not a profitable
fishery as a whole. lMNever make a great smount of
money down there.

Hever saw more fish in his life on the Cape
Shore goins into the Gulf than he saw this spring.
They were more abundant there than they were south
this year. A large body of fish went into the Gulf
this year. Has not been fishing but abhout 7 years
on the Cape Shore. Sees those fish poing that way
every spring he has -been there.

The fish strike the Cape Shore some springs
at what we c~1ll Cape'Higger; about 30 miles cast of
Cape Sgblo,.and other years further to the east.
This year the Tirst fish we saw were off White Head('

15 miles to the westward ¢f Canso. I!e was cdown
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there as early as the dbthers,

They generally‘strike the Cape Shore about the
26th of llay, and from that to the first of June.
The 25thvof“‘May is about the usual time.

Thinks Capt. Joseph Swim got his first fish a
little earlier thon they were scen off Vhite Head,
at Esz Roeck, probably 20 miles to the east of lal-
ifax. And others caurht tlemn about 20 miles to
the eastward of him. All this was before they saw
them at White lead.

Those are large fish that go down at that time.
They -o in around Cape North. Probably some of
this first school go up throuch the Gut of Canso.

There is a2lso a second school comes along that
is a more mediun fish--1's and 2's. They come
about 2 or 3 days later than the large ones. They
generally po through the Gut more than they go
around.

and 60 miles north of Seven Islands,

He has been up to Seven Islandu,Aand has caught
fish on the hook up there in 1857, Xnows of their
occurring up as far as that. Knows of the medium
fish which they supposed to belons to the second
school being caught up as far as llagdalen River and
~ Seven Islands.
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The length of the fish in the first school is
from 14 to 16 and 17 inches. The second school
about 11 to 13 inchés.

Then there is another school that strikes there
and stays.on the Cape Shore all sumer, You will
find them most genérally in the bays. They do not
catch many of these. hose fish are about 6 or 7
inches which stay in the bays and rivers on the
Cape Shore, up around Dover. So far as he knows
they are rarcly taken at all, You will see them

alons about the first of August, and from that on,



CAPT. WILLIAM:if. HARTY, GLOUCESTER, MASS.--INTER-
VIEVED BY WILLIAN WAEIAM, RICHARD RATH-
BUN MID IIUGH M. SHTTI, HOVEMBER

22, 1893,

Master of Sch. "Frederick Gerring,Jr." Has
had 40 years experience as a fisherman., All that
time in the mackerel fishery.

When they went hooking?§0ﬁether used to o cod
fishing until sbout the 4th of July, and then start-
ed for the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence.

Does not think mackerel are as abundant as
when he first went fishing., In 1871 he caught a
trip in a week with the hook, and when he started
for home they run for 60 or 70 miles thr ourh noth-
ine ?ut 80lid mackerel in every direction. MYow if
you see tinen extendins for 6 miles vou thiﬁk it is
& pretily pgood body.

Hes scen them at Prince Edwards Island, noth-
ins but mackerel, inshore and off.

In 1862 we went into the Bays left here the
l4th or 15th 2nd about the 22nd of June got to
North Cape and causht 80 barrels the first day.

: ’ west of 5
The next day we went araundAthe @ape, and took 60

barrels, and the next dey 40. Then we run up the




Bay Chaleur and caught 108 barrels in three days
thére. Then left there and went on Orphans Rank,
and in three days filled our vessel full. In just
28 days we rgot back down with 2 *d1¢ktrip.

There was a larpge flect there that ycar. The
whole American Tleet, about 300 vessels. Just as
many fishins there then as now, but the vessels
were not aquite as large, about 15 to 18 men, rore
or less. Aﬁaut 65 tons would be the average.

Has been south fishing 8 or 9 vesrs for fresh
mackerel. But 2 or 3 years salt mackerel fishinm.
When they went hooking, usedho start south
about the first of May. Would meet the fish a lit-
tle south of lew York. Occasionally as far as the
mouth of the Delaware. Thon would go north with
them. Would foliow them as far north as Vineyerd

Sound, when they would 'have about & trip.

The fish then would sink for spawning, and you
might not get any. They would be down about 10
days, and none would be seen schooling.

Then they would come home and no down to the

Gulf of St. Lawrence. Some started as early as the

~ first of June. Jias known vessels to leave here

‘ thﬁjiaﬁtpr}part of May, but the bulk of the fleet
~ Went in the Gulf about the 4th of July. That is,
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they would leave here about the 4th, get into the
Gulf about the 10th or 20th. That fishinc ceased
-~ about 1872,

Cormenced to get lots of scines then. As the
scines increased the hook and line fishing dimin-
ished, becaise there was no baitheaved.

The fish work & little wider off now in poing
down to the Gulf than they used to. Yo fish on
£hia coast at all now. Thinks that the constant
seining of fish at the south has driven them off
shore. He thinks that thié Year and last year
they have wnrked in again, because there has heen
no one driving at them for the past 4 or 5 years.

Onece if you begen seining in the night would
always get & school of mackerel, but now you miss
them about as often as rou do in the day.

There is a change to be notieced in the hahits
Qf mackerel, from earlier times.,

The trawls drive codfish from one bank to
another. What kills fish with the trawls so much,

“jis lots of fish lying dead on the bottom on those
tfawln* and the fish will never stop there, Will
leave that ground »fterwards. A preat many trawls
lost ﬁhat way. They have lost a whole set, and not

ng¢t a hook out of the whole set. A vessel the oiher
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day lost 40,000 hooks &t one set. Trawl fishing
iniures shore fishing.

Have been catching mackerel on the Cape Shore
in the spring for 10 or 12 years. Did not go be-
forehh&t because they did not know the fish were
there sc early. Did not think they were so plen-
ty. Considers the Cape Shore, if clear weather,
about & sure thing. Some springs it is so forsy
that they gét very few. Heeds to be good weather,

The fish them@pgo right into the Culf and feed
on the bottom. If people would heave bait therec as
they used to would eztch them just the same. l!ever
knew so many fish off Marguerie and some of those
places as there were this fall.

Has fished up the river St. Lawrence to ot,
Anns. las seen plenty of fish up there. IHas not

~ been to the Seven Islands since sbout 1859,

In 1881-2-3-4 there was as gbod fishing on
this coast and the Bay of Fuady as we hove ever
hall. The weasel he was in clesred $15,000 in one

O\ year. k

‘they_used to get lots of mixed fish up.there,
and wﬁula throw the small ones away.

If the purse seine were given up, he thinks the
;fiahﬁvvrﬂunid po on with hand lines just =s well as
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before. Around Block Island and lo Man's Land
every year about 100 sails, small crews, go there
to f£ish with hook and line, and they heave bait and
keep Tish biting there every year.

Would make the close season up to the 1lst of
July.

‘About the 1lst of June is just the time when
théy are spawning. Pish spawn around Block Island
the latter part of June. On the coast of Maine
and on this coast they sink and you do not see so
mahy of them. In the Gulf fish do not spawn much
before the 1lst of July, and into July. Has seen
fish caught the latter part of July full of spawn.
That is scattering ones.

Late this fall a school of fish struck at No
Man's Land, and were just mas poor as spring macker-
el and full of spawn. That was in October.

Would allow them to fish with hook and line
at any time. The more bait they have the better
it would be.

Thinks it would be better not to use the purse
seine at all., As a compromise, would say that a
close season up to the 10th of July would do some
good .

He was the first one that ever went into the



-—6——

Gulf with a purse seine. That was in 1854. We
srugsled it over to fish with it. Got the seine
here and got a Nova Scotia vessel and put it in.

A part of our crew went from there, Did not have
the right to fish down there then. That was the
only vessel there that year. Did not go down there
again with the purse seine.

Solomon Rowe was the first manfto cateh macker-
el off here in deep water with the purse seine.

That was in 1855.

Thinks a larger number of people were benefit-
ted in the old days ofvhook and lining than now.

In the spring the fish go about E.N.E. All
the fish that go up in the llova Scotia resgion come
from the Gulf Stream over Georges and down to the
Hova Scotia coast. But those fish that strike Secat-
teri about the same time were never out as far as
Georpges, The fish that are south get along about
Nantucket and Block Island and then they stay and
spawn, The fish here in Cape Cod Bay in the spring
are the ones that strike down along the Delaware
and Chesapeake. They work along in about 28 to 40
fathoms of water. The school that comes into Cape
Cod Bay comes in through Nantucket Shoals and around
there. Thinks some come through Vineyard SOuné,
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‘ because they catch them in the trap at Falmouth,
}Thinks those outer schools used to go down closer
in shore before the use of purse seine,

Have hadkraps on the YNova Scotia shore for
mackerel about 20 odd years.

In returning south from the north they used to
hug the shore cleser than they do now. Used to
catch so many at Canso and Fox Island ycars ago
that they could not handle them.

There is a first school of very large fish
goes into the Gulf and there is 2 small one. .They
catch the first school about the latter part of
May and the second school comes along not long af-
terwards, and then 2 small school comes along about
the last of July. Those fish that go in late do
not go far north. The second school does not go
very far to the north. Hot much farther than North
Cape or Prince pdwerd Island. Always large fish
in the northern part of the Gulf, and the small fish
around P. E. I. Hever see small fish around the
' Mapdalen. Fish at times go throush the Gut of Can-
80. The;second schools are apt to go through the
Gut of Canso. (Calls Antigonish Bays» what Dr. Wake-
ham calls St. Georges Bay). The bth hooking he
ever saw was from Cape George to Punkett Island.
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Those were larce fish.

When the fish are going south they go out
through the Gut of Canso also. Thinks the wind
has a good deal to do with it. Doeqnot know when
the large fish are all out of the Gulf. IJias caught
them on the hook the 16th day of Hovember off
Georgetown. Caurht 45 barrels one day and 65
another. Does not know whether they stay later
than that or not.

Has caught mackerel the 25th of llovember on
the coast of Maine. Vessels knock off earlier now
than when they went hooking. They will fish around
Block Islznd until as late as December. Has some-
times causht thém there then.

seen

The furthestoff shore he has Exuxkt fish at
the south was the edge of the Gulf Stream, just
about on the edge of soundin~s, in about 100 fath-
oms of water.

Has never caught mackerel in the winter, unless
it was a few scat tering ones on Georges in codfish.
Once in a great while they will catch a few scatter-
ing ones among the herring at MNewfoundlend.

While torching herrinsg last night in Ipswich
Bay they caught quite 2 lot of mackerel mixed {ith
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the herring. Those would be this spring's macker-
el. A few were last year's spawn. . These were
sbout 5 inches in lenrsth, but a few would o0 7 or
8 inches.

The best place for hock and line fishing on
this coast is around Block Island, Gay Head and o
Man's Land. Por purse scining it does not make
any difference. They will go until they find them.
Some of the best places toc hook mackerel are right
off brooks and such places. Never saw them amongst
the 1{gce. |

All kinds of fish prey upon mackerel, that are
large enough. Codfish, porpoises, sharks, sword-
fish, and all sorts of fish. On this coast blue-
fish are the most destructive. There is a fish
that is worst thean any of them, especially in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and that is albacore. Squid
cannot trouble mackerel a great deal, but will eat
them up if they get them in the nets, but they do

not drive them. Cannot do much with them in the

Some years there will be 211 sizes of fish in
. the same school. At Block Island this year there

would be 3 or 4 different sizes. The first school
that goes in the Gulf of St. Lawrence are all large
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fish. They mix more on this coast than they do in

the Gulf. Those big fish in the Gulf keep clear

. 0f the summer fish.

Some fish stay on the Cape Shore during the
season. The first schools pass right along and do
not stop.

The first fish that come along go very fast,;
as fast as you can sail. Some of those fish go up
to the Seven Islands. They are all the largest
kind.

The red seed is the most common food for mack-
erel, unless it is along sandy beaches, where you
get the sand fleas. They feed upon shrimps also.
All-eyes are a little bit of a fish about an inch
long. Mackerel feed upon them a great deal. Pind
those all-eyes in the Bay of Fundy out of sight of
land. Will see the water all full of them. Do
not notice that they are in schools. Never notice
them in the Gulf.

It is hard to tell whether mackerel feed much
. during the spawning season or not. Before they
spavn they will feed. Will bite like everything
on the hook just before they spawn,

After they get the spawn out of them they fat-
ten up fast. Will fatten a little before they get
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the spawn all out, for the reason that they stop
goings so fast when they get ready to spawn, and
will then begin to fatten up.

Does not think mackerel grow'very rmch during
the winter, because the small fish that leave in
the fall, the first you seec in thé spring are about
the same size.

Very early in the spring never see schools
about 5 inches in lensth. One spring Capt. Gray
caught 2 school that were so small he could hardly
keep them in the net. Thet was about 12 years
aso. This year out around Bloeck Island there were
millions and millions of 5 inch fish, and, in fact,
they have been there for 4 or 5 years. Fish that
were spawned the year before.

Hackerel comec back to the same place where
they were spawned.

ever heard of mackerel being seen Out beyond
the Gulf Stream in winter. 8aw fish in the night
in 1852  about the 4th or 5th ofJanuary, down off
the Virginia coast, =about 15 or 18 miles off shore.
Knew they were mackerel. Was going down for a car-
go of oysters.

Some days mackerel will be logy and the na;t

day as wild as the deuce. Do not seem to be very
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logy just before srawning, There arc times when

they get sort of logy and dead when they get filled

w with that red feed.

Some years we think there arec goins to be
larcre schools the next year, and it turns out the
other way, and another year think they are going to
be poor, and it turns right around the other way.
Cannot tell much about it, when there are lots of
small fish one year, whether there will be large
schools the next.

The spring schools in camihg up will go about
' 15 miles each day and each night. About 30 miles
in 24 hours. Sometimes they will go zbout 60 miles
in 24 hours. Has seen fish in fhe middle of the
day when you could not keep up with them in a row

beat



